General practitioners' and dental students' decisions on third-molar diagnoses, treatment, and referrals.
A questionnaire on third-molar problems was mailed to a systematic random sample of 200 Norwegian general dental practitioners in November 1991. The return rate was 88%. Similar questions were given to 59 5th-year dental students, with a return rate of 83%. Ten third-molar cases were presented by means of copies of radiographs and written information. The following conclusions were drawn: Apart from a terminology problem consisting of lack of discrimination between the terms retention and impaction, overall good diagnostic abilities were shown by both practitioners and students. Receiver operating characteristic analysis of treatment decisions indicated that students were more radical than practitioners. The students had an increased referral rate for third-molar surgery, whereas the practitioners indicated a more selective practice of referring advanced cases.